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MOTORCYCLES

In case you didn’t know, Big
Dog Motorcycles is the world’s
largest maker of custom motorcycles.
The company was founded by
Sheldon Coleman in 1994 and has
since produced more than 20,000
premium bikes, selling them across
the United
States through
a network
of over 100
dealers. It’s
been so
successful
that Big Dog
Motorcycles
is now the nation’s leading builder of
chopper-style bikes.

The company puts out a line of’
five premium motorcycles featuring
the top dog, Bulldog, along with
the Mastiff, Pitbull, Chopper and
K-9 models. Each is equipped with a
V-twin, 117-cubic-inch engine, six-
speed transmission, stretch one-piece
steel tank, right-side drive, super fat
tires, chrome components and steel
fenders which make for some major
road impressions.

Since Big Dog prides itself
on encouraging its customers to
celebrate their individuality, it offers

an unlimited variety of wild colors
and graphic schemes to set each
owner’s bike apart from the pack.

Building Big Dogs

Big Dog Motorcycles works out of
ten structures spread out through
downtown Wichita. Each building

is used for a different stage of the
manufacturing process. The company
focuses on quality and efficiency in
production and keeps almost all its
development and manufacturing
in-house.

The facilities are home to a blend
of traditional craftsmanship and
state-of-the-art technology. Wander
through the buildings and you’ll
find that aluminum components are
hand-polished to ensure a proper
finish while the precision of robotic

welders is vital to { A
fabricating the cycles’ "
frames. It’s this kind - Q»
of overall attention to 2

detail that results in
extreme (“extreme”
is the key word to just
about everything at Big Dog
Motorcycles) quality
motorcycles—

the kind of high quality you’d expect
in bikes starting at $26,800 and
running up to $33,000.

The company turns out an
average of 15 motorcycles each day,
but anticipated demand is expected to
boost that figure to 1822 daily.

Finishes that “break the leash”
Big Dog’s marketing slogan is “Break
The Leash.” The line speaks to the
thrill-seeking individualism ofits
customers, and while each Big Dog
cycle’s performance promises to

help its buyer celebrate his or her
individuality, nothing does it more
clearly than the unlimited variety

of wild colors and graphic schemes
available to set each owner’s bike
apart from the pack. To make certain
the color work meets Big Dog’s
demanding standards, the company
runs an in-house paint department
that’s more like an artist’s studio than
__ aplant paint shop.

The paint area is its own facility
with a staff of 40 people diligently

working away, meticulously filling

customer orders. A cadre of 18
airbrush artists focus on producing
every kind of design imaginable and
as outrageous or wild as a customer
requests. “Our painters can do
anything,” says Bob Brown, Vice
President of Manufacturing. “Just
give us a photo of what you want on
your bike, and we’'ll do it.”

Eight levels of paint and graphic
schemes are available, depending on
the complexity of the design. From
simple pin stripes to the most intricate
illustrations, each fender and tank is
individually painted and clearcoated.
The end result is often a breathtaking,

one-of-a-kind paint job that definitely
makes a personal statement. After all,
that’s what Big Dog riders want to do.

And how does Big Dog ensure the
quality, durability and appearance of
its paint jobs? They have been using
PPG paint since “day one.” They
currently rely on technical service and
support from Dan Hutchins of Car
Color, a PPG Platinum Distributor
located in Wichita, Steve Johnson,
PPG territory manager, and Chris
Self, PPG commercial territory
manager. PPG products currently
being used include Deltron” K38 High
Build Primer Surfacer and DBC
basecoat as well as D893 Low VOC
Performance Clear.

Until recently, Big Dog created
their own custom colors but virtually
all are now chosen from PPG’s
Vibrance Collection™ custom color line, a
move Big Dog President Nick Messer
believes adds to the value and image of
the company’s motorcycles.

“We’re extremely excited to
offer options from the PPG Vibrance
Collection,” say Messer. “They’ve
already been well-received by our
dealer network and customers with
great enthusiasm. The Vibrance
Collection takes paint colors to a
new level.”

The company’s offerings blend the
hottest colors with unique pigments
and special eftect finishes resulting in
deep, rich colors with a crisp sparkle
effect and even some color shifts.
Brown goes on to say, “Midnight
Sapphire, Orange Blast and Blue

I Heaven are three of the most popular

PPG color choices. We work with
PPG to develop the colors we know
our customers want.
And PPG helps us

deliver.”

A cult of
individualists

Although motorcycles
are what put Big

Dog on the map, the
company cultivates a
loyal following through
its annual Big Dog
Tornado Rally held
every June in downtown Wichita.

Motorcycle riders and chopper
enthusiasts from across the country
crowd the city’s streets during the
two-day event. Last summer a crowd
of over 30,000 people rode in for the
high-energy weekend and with Big
Dog popularity growing, the company
expects attendance to soar next
June. The throng typifies Big Dog
customers: the stand-out-from-the-
crowd individualists who make their
own path and want their motorcycles
to reflect that attitude.

Big Dog Motorcycles bluntly states
that if you’re content to blend in with
the world around you, Big Dog bikes
are not for you. On the other hand,
if you want to step out of a “world
of sameness” and exercise your
individuality, then Wichita, Kansas
or your local Big Dog dealer should
be your next stop. That’s where you
can check out this colorful breed
of Dog. ®

(left) Big Dog customers
can choose from eight
levels of paint and graphic
schemes—ranging from
one color and traditional to
complex and radical.

Big Dog's annual Tornado

Rally attracts thousands of
enthusiasts.



